
ACM adds new  
prong to mining 
service offering
Adapting to meet 

changing demands in 

the market is something 

Australian Contract 

Mining (ACM) has done 

extremely well in its first 

seven years of life. 

Adding a new string to its bow, in the form of  
an Atlas Copco raiseborer, is the latest example  
of that.

ACM recently took delivery of an Atlas Copco 
Robbins 34RH C W machine at a handover 
ceremony in Perth, Western Australia. The unit 
is the 400th Atlas Copco Robbins raiseborer 
built since production of the machines started in 
the US in the 1960s, according to Atlas Copco 
Construction and Mining Australia product 

manager Mike Antoszkiw. He said ACM’s machine 
was the 21st Robbins unit delivered in Australia 
in that time.

ACM managing director and founder Brian 
Rodan accepted the 34RH C W from Atlas Copco 
Australia managing director Sergio Camozzi at 
the function also attended by Atlas Copco AB 
senior executive vice president Bjorn Rosengren, 
and Avoca Resources operations manager  
Tony James.

Avoca’s new 170,000oz per annum Trident 
underground gold mine at Higginsville in WA’s 
Eastern Goldfields is where the 34RH raise drill 
has been initially deployed.

One of Australia’s top five underground mining 
contractors, ACM has a five year development 
and production contract at the site. The company 
chose the multi-purpose machine because of its 
versatility and the reputation Robbins raise drills 
have for reliability and performance, according 
to Rodan. “It will bore an up-hole and ream 
a down-hole, so that flexibility will help us to 
keep the machine working on different projects 
continuously,” he said.

The 400th Robbins raisebore rig.
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Joining the popular PV271, PV275 and series heavyweight the 
PV351 in mine production drilling applications, the PV235 is similarly 
designed and built to minimise non-productive drill time and deliver 
a range of other productivity and safety benefits.

For example, says Peter Barnett, Atlas Copco drilling solutions 
business line manager, with a 12.2m tower there is no need for rod 
changes when working on a 10m mine bench. High-speed feed and 
retraction rates also mean more drilling time. The PV235 has 289kN 
pulldown power and achieves feed rates of up to 62m/minute.

The PV235 tower is 18% higher than comparable machines and can 
feed 20% more pipe. Maximum hole depth is 61m.

Cable feed and pullback produced better drilling efficiency than chain 
systems, at reduced cost, Barnett said, while Atlas Copco’s patented 

automatic cable tensioning feature also helped extend service 
intervals well beyond those of conventional systems.

The crawler-mounted drill has a high tramming speed so it can set 
up for work faster, while fuel and water tanks have (typically) about 
60% more capacity than other drills, making it possible to drill for 
more than 12 hours without refilling.

“GPS positioning can shorten the time to set up the rig to start 
drilling at new holes even further,” Barnett said.

“The location of new holes can be found without having a person to 
mark out the drill hole positions on the bench. Accurate positioning 
results in better fragmentation with potential savings in explosives 
and less handling of boulders.”

On the maintenance side Atlas Copco’s RCS canbus controls improve 
machine self diagnostics for straightforward trouble-shooting while 
there is improved access to vital service points, such as filters and 
lubrication lines, for faster servicing and less down time. Deck access 
has also been improved and more lights have been added to make 
night work easier and safer.

The PV235’s high visibility cab naturally increases operator efficiency 
and productivity, as does Atlas Copco’s unique “operator pod” with its 
easily reachable controls and other fatigue reducing design features.

“The PV235 cab has been totally redesigned,” Barnett said.

“The joystick controls are located on the seat armrests, which gives 
the operator fingertip control at all times. There is more space inside 
the two-door cabin [and] the operator is always able to face the right 
direction for the best drilling and tramming views.”

The low-positioned pivot close to the bottom of the drill mast tower 
cuts drill table movement and ensures the operator maintains an 
excellent view of it. The tower can be angled between 0-30 degrees 
in five-degree increments.

Barnett said the Pit Viper series extended the breadth of Atlas 
Copco’s surface drill offering, which now incorporated “the full 
spectrum of drilling technology—from large and medium size rotary 
drilling to medium and small DTH drilling with high precision and 
highly mobile crawler rigs”.

“The features of the new PV235 all add up to it becoming the mid-
range rig of choice for the future,” he said.
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The Pit Viper PV235 wil be available in Austraila in 2009 
with a maximum hole depth of 61 metres.
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“We thought it would help pay the machine off 
by keeping it working as much as possible every 
month, so that’s one of the key reasons for 
purchasing this machine.

“We expect it will be out there at Trident for the 
first 12 months and hopefully after that, or even 
during that period of time, we’ll seek work with 
it elsewhere and maybe for scheduling purposes 
we can go to different sites – perhaps 3-4 sites – 
and rotate regularly each month or every couple 
of months.

“We’re not moving into the raise drilling business 
as such. What this rig does for us is help us to be 
independent on the sites at which we work. And 
it’s small diameter raise drilling [we’ll be doing] 
not large diameter raise drilling. Small-diameter 
raise drilling is less problematic and it’s more 
for production, not for ventilation, so we will be 
drilling shorter holes [and expect] fewer issues 
with technical breakdowns or failures due to 
inexperienced personnel.”

A former executive director of internationally 
recognised mining contractor Eltin Limited, Rodan 
started ACM seven years ago. The company now 
has about 350 employees and in addition to its 
underground development and mining activities 
runs a surface exploration fleet of 12 diamond 
and reverse circulation drilling rigs.

Brain Rodan ACM’s MD and Tony James  
Operations Manager of Avoca Resources.

“On the underground side we develop about 
2000m, or 2km a month, and we’re mining about 
two million tonnes per annum all up,” Rodan said.

“We’re quite a large Atlas Copco equipment 
user. We’ve got five or six LHDs and half a 
dozen jumbo drills – single boom jumbos and 
production drills. We’ve found their equipment 
capable, and we haven’t had any dramas with 
their equipment otherwise we wouldn’t be buying 
it. I’ve personally got quite a long-standing 
relationship with Atlas Copco which goes back  
to when I was with Eltin. I’ve known these 
guys – Alan Halse, Sergio Camozzi and others 
– for a long time and we [ACM] look forward to 
maintaining that relationship.”

Antoszkiw said the 34RH C W, the smallest 
Robbins raiseborer available, was capable of both 
conventional raiseboring up to 1.5m in diameter 
and box-hole boring up to 1m in diameter.

“It is a flexible machine, with the capacity to not 
only do raise drilling but also up-holes. And that’s 
the special feature – the reason why ACM has 
purchased the machine,” he said.

Antoszkiw said Australia was an increasingly 
important market for new machines and he 
expected its 5% overall share of the international 
machine fleet to grow in future. “There are a 
lot of enquiries for this type of machine at the 
moment ... and we have another one coming in 
March next year,” he said.

Tony James, Brian Rodan, Bjorn Rosengren and Sergio 
Camozzi at the handover.
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